Contrasts Between the Old and New Covenants
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New Covenant Contrasted with the Old

	Duration of the Covenant:
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 (Old Testament) Temporary, Jeremiah 31:31-32; Hebrews 8:13
[image: image5.png]


 (New Testament) Eternal, Hebrews 9:15; 10:10-14

	Means of God’s forgiveness:
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 Sacrifice animals repeatedly, Hebrews 9:6-10; 10:1-4, 8
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 One eternal sacrifice, Hebrews 9:10-11; 10:9-10

	Rewards and punishment:
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 Material, earthly, temporary, Deut. 30:15-20
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 Spiritual, eternal, Eph.s 1:3; John 3:16; Rev. 20:13-15

	Main miracle, base 
of the covenant:
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 God’s people escaped from slavery by crossing through the sea, Ex. 14
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 Resurrection of Jesus, Luke 24; Rom. 6:1-14; 1 Cor. 15

	Initiation by a covenant sign:
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 Circumcision of the flesh, Gen. 17:10; Deut. 10:16
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 Baptism, Matt. 28:18-20; Rom. 2:29

	Commemorative dinner:
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 Passover lamb, Ex. 12:1-15
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 Body and blood of Jesus (Communion), Luke 22:19-20; John 6:25-68

	God’s presence:
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 Behind the veil in an earthly temple, Ex 25:8-9, 26; 40:35; Lev 16:2
[image: image17.png]


 The Holy Spirit resides in believers forever, John 14:16-17; 1 Cor. 3:16

	Outstanding prophet:
	[image: image18.png]


 Moses gave the Law; later prophets applied it, Nu. 12:6-8; Dt. 34:10; Jn. 1:17
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 Jesus brought grace and truth, Jn 1:1, 14-17; Ac 3:22-26; Col. 1:15; He 1:1-4

	Outstanding priest:
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 A High Priest served in the earthly Most Holiest Place, Lev. 16:1-27
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 Jesus intercedes in glory, Heb. 4:14-16; 5:4-10; 9:1-14; John 14:2-3

	Outstanding king:
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 David conquered nations, Lev. 20:23; 1 Sam. 18:7; 2 Sam. 7:8-16
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 Jesus deals with all nations, to rule all, Mt. 28:18-20; Eph. 5:23; Rv. 19:15-16

	Dealings with the nations:
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 Separation and conquest, Exodus 6:6-7; 19:1-6; Deut. 2:31; 4:1-9
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 Reconciliation, discipling, Eph. 1:4; 2:12-22; 3:1-6; Col. 1:19-22; Rev. 7:9

	Access to God:
	[image: image26.png]


 To see or approach God meant death, Jud. 6:22-23; Ex. 19:12; Lev. 10:1-2
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 Jesus’ obedience opened the way to approach God, Romans 5:18-19

	Main norm for conduct:
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 Keep laws to avoid punishment, Deut. 6:1-3; 28:15-26; Exodus 20:18-20
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 Live in the Spirit, with love, John 14:15; Rom. 13:8-10; 2 Cor. 3:3-11

	Prescribed form of corporate worship:
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Sacrifices of animals and holidays, Lev. chapters 1-7 & 23
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 In spirit and truth, and in the Lord’s Supper, John 4:24; Acts 2:42

	Means of sanctification:
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 A person’s own efforts, keeping laws, Lev. 11; Is.55:7
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 Be reborn and transformed by Holy Spirit, Ro. 14:1-9; 1 Pet 1:3; 1 Tim.4:3-5

	Basic requirement 
for justification:
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 Keep the Ten Commandments, Ex.20:1-17
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 Repent and believe in Jesus, John 3:16; Luke 24:44-49

	God’s guidance:
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 Laws governed many details of the people’s life, Ex. 18:20; 24:3
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 By the Word & Holy Spirit’s illumination, Eph. 1:17-20; Jn 14:26; Ro.8:1-27

	Main revelation of foundational truths:
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 Giving laws on Sinai and visions by means of angels, Num. 12:6; Deut. 1:9
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 God became man, made Himself known in flesh, Jn 1:1-3; Heb. 1:1-3; 2:2-4

	Purpose of learning God’s word:
	[image: image40.png]


 To keep God’s Law and be prepared for the coming of Christ, Gal. 3:3-26
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 To be transformed, built up, equipped to serve, Ro. 8:23,28-30; Eph 4:11-12

	Pastoral care by elders:
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 Judges governed severely, Ex. 18:24-26; Mk 15:1 (before Jesus’ death); Acts 15:10
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 Elders shepherd with humility, Titus 1:5-9; 1 Pet. 5:1-4; Mat. 20:25-28

	Guideline for 
giving:
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 Tithe (1/10 of net earnings), Deuteronomy 12:11
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 Give joyfully what one purposes in his heart, 2 Cor. 9:7; 1 Cor. 16:2

	Inheritance of the faithful:
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 Temporary, protected by relatives, Gn 12:1-2; 17:1-8; Dt. 6:1-3; Ru 4:13-7
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 Eternal treasure assured by Holy Spirit, Gen. 12:3; Eph. 1:3-14; 1 Pet.1:3-5

	Normal day of worship
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 Seventh day recalled old creation, Exodus 20:8-10
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 First day recalls Jesus’ resurrection as firstfruit of new creation, Acts 20:7
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