Three Levels of Authority for our Activities

You can avoid nearly all divisions and serious arguments in the Body by teaching your people to discern these Three Levels of Authority for their activities.
1st level—NT Commands (of our Master and the Twelve, such as to love, pray, repent, etc.)

We obey these commands without argument or voting on them. We do not include OT commands; we are no longer under its law or we’d stone you to death if you gathered firewood on Saturday, etc.

2nd level—NT Practices (things believers did but that were not commanded, such as using one cup for Communion, baptizing at once, worshiping on Sunday, etc.)

We may practice them but never prohibit them, because the apostles practiced or approved them. Neither can we command them as general church law, since only our Master has the authority to lay down laws for His universal Body.

3rd level—Human customs (traditions or practices not mentioned in the NT)

We cannot demand obedience to them as law. We can—and must—prohibit them if they hinder obedience. Most such traditions are good. They become evil when they hinder obedience.
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